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Neque ita porro aut adulatus aut admiratus fum Fortu- 


nam alterius, ut me mee peniteret. 
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vine and Prophane, that we are all equal after 
Death, and this by way of Confolation, for 

that deplorable Superiority which fome among 

us feem to-have over others; but it would be a 
, Do&rine of much more comfortable Import; to e- 
‘ftablith an Equality: among.the’ Living ; for the Pro- 
pagation of which Paradox I fhall hazard the follow- 


, L: has been obferved very often, in Authors Di- 


' ing Conceits. ' 


I muft here lay it down, that I don’t pretend to 
fatisfie every. barren Reader, that all Petfons that 


' ‘have hitherto apprehended themfelves extremely mi- 


ferable fhall have immediate Succour from the 
Pablication of this Paper; but fhall endeavour to 
fhew, that the Difcerning thall be: fully convinced’ 
of the Truth of this Affertion, and thereby obviate 
all the Impertinent Actufations of Providence, for 


. the unequal Diftribution of Good and Evil. 


If all Men had Refle@iion enough to be fenfible 
of this Equality of Happinefs, if they were not 
-made uneafie by Appearances of Superiority, there 
would be none:of that Subordination. and Sub- 
je&tion, of Thofe that think themfelves lefs Happy, 
to Thofe they think: more fo, which is fo very ne- 


_ Ceflary for the Support of Bufinefs and Pleafure. 


TheGommon Turn of Human Application may 
be divided into Love, Ambition Avarice, and 
whatever ViGtories we.gain in thefe our particular 
Purfuits, there will be always fome one or other in. 
the Paths we tread, whofe Superior Happinefs. will 
create new Uneafinefs, .andemploy usin new Con- 


‘ytrivances; and fo thro’ all‘Degrees there will ftill 


remain the Infatiable Defire of fome feeming unac- 
quired Good, to imbitter the Poffeffion of whatever 
others we are accommodated with: And if we fup- 


- pofe a Man perfeétly accommodated, and trace him 


through all the Gradations betwixt Neceffity and Su- 
perfluity, we fhall find that the Slavery which oc- 
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cafioned his firtt AGivity, is not Abated but only 
Diverfified. : ; 


Thofe, that are diftreffed upon fuch Cavfes, .as 
the World allows to warrant the keeneft Aff:Gion, 
are.tov apt, in the Comparifon'of themfe{ves with 
others, to conclude, that’ where’there is not aSimi- 
litude of Caufes, there cannot be of Affi@ion, and 
forget to relieve themfelves with this Confidération, 
That the little Difappointments in a Life of Plea- 
fure, ate as-terrible as'thofe'in a Life of Bufinefs ; 
and if the End‘of. one Man is to {pend his’‘Time 
and Mony as agreeably as-he can, that of the othet’ 
to fave both, an Interruption in either of thefe Pur- 
fuits, is of equal Confequence to the Purfuers. 
Befides, as every Trifle raifes‘the Mirth and~ Gaiety 
of the Men of good Circumftances, fo do others 
as inconfiderable expofe them to Spleen and Paffion, 
and as Solomon fays, According to their Riches their 
Anger rifeth, : ; 


One of the moft bitter Circumftances of Poverty 
has been obferved to be; that it makes Men appear 
Ridiculous ; but | believe this Affitmation’ miay_ 
with more Juftice be appropriated to Riches, fince 
more Qoalifications are required’ to become a 
great Fortune, than even to’make one; ‘and there 
are feveral pretty Perfons ‘aboat Town, ten times | 


-mose Ridiculous upon the very Account of a good 


Eftate, than they poffibly coald have been with the 
Want of it. : ae 


T confefs, having a Mind to pay my Coort to For- 
tune, 1 became .an Adventurer in one of’ the’ late ~ 
Lotteries ; in which, though-I got none of the great 
Prizes, I found no Occafion to Envy fome of thofe 
that did, comforting my felf with this Contempla- 


tion, That Nature and Education having difappoint- 


ed all the Favours Fortune could beftow upon 
them, they had gained no Superiority by an unenvied 
Affluence. 

Tis 












’Tis pleafant to confider, that whilft we are la- 
menting our particular AffliGions to each other, 
.and repining at the Inequality of Condition, were 
it poffible to throw off our prefent miferable State, 
we can’t name the Perfon whofe Condition in e- 
very Particular we would embrace and prefer; and 
an impartial Inquiry into the Pride, ill Nature, ill 
Health, Guilt, Spleen, or Particularity of Behavi- 
our of others, generally-ends in a Reconciliation to 
our dear felves. as 


- 


This my way of Thinking is warranted by Shake- 
fpear in a very extraordinary Manner, where he 
. makes Richard the Second, when depos’d and im- 
prifon’d, debating a Matter, which would foon 
have been difcufs’d bya cominon Capacity, whether 
his Prifon, or Palace. was moft eligible, and with 
very Philofophical Hefitation leaving the Prefe- 
rence undetermined, in the following Lines. 


esis seal Sometimes am I a King, 

en Treafon makes me wifh my felf a Beggar 
And Jo indeed I am, Thee rth Puy . 
Perfuades me I was better when a King, 

Then am I King'd agaiz, —-— 


Prior {ays very prettily, 


Againft our Peace we arm our Will; 
Amidft our Plenty fomething /till 

For Horfes, Houfes, Pictures, Planting, 
To thee, to me, to bim is wanting, 

That cruel fomething anpoffe/t 

Corrodes, and levens all the reft. 

That fomething, if we could obtain, 
Would foon create a future Pain. 


Give me leave to fortifie my unlearned Reader 
with another Bit of Wifdom from Fuvenal by Dry- 


den. 


Look round the habitable World, bow few 

Know their ows Good, or knowing it, purfue. 

How void of Reafon ere our Hopes and Fears! - 
’ What in the Conduct of our Life appears 

So well defign'’d, fo luckily begun, 

But, when we have our Wifh, we wife undone? 


Even.the Men that are diftinguifh’d by, and en- 
vied for, their fuperior Good-Senfe. and Delicacy 
of Tafte, are fabje& to feveral Uneafinefles upon 
thisAccount, that the Men of lefs Penetration are 
utter Strangers to3 and every little Abfurdity ruffies 
thefe, fine Judgments, which would never difturb 
the peaceful State of the lefs Difcerning. 


‘I fhall end this Effay with the: following Story. 
There is a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, of a 
Fortune,, which may not only be called eafie 
but fuperfluous; yet this Perfon has, by a great 


deal of Refle&ion, found out a Method to be | 


OT] 
as uneafie as the worft. Circumftances could 


have made him. By a free Life he had fwel- 
led himfelf above his natural Proportion, and by 
a reftrained Life had fhronk below it, and be- 
ing by Nature Splenatick, and by Leifure more fo, 
he began to bewail this hissLofs of Fleth (tho’ other- 
wife in perfe&,Health) as @ very.melancholy Di- 
minution. He became oer tbe Reverfe. of 
Ceafar, arid #8 a’ lean hungry-look’d Rafcal was the 
Delight of his Eyes, a fat fleek-headed Fellow was 
his Abomination. To fupport himfelf as well as 
he could, he took a Servant, for the very Reafon 
every one elfe would have refafed him, for being 
in a deep Confumption; and. wihilft he has com- 
pared himfelf to this Creaturé; and with a Face of 
infinite Humour contemplated the Decay of his Body, 
I have feen the Mafter’s Features proportionably 
tife into a Boldnefs, as thofe of his Slave funk and 
grew Languid. It was his Entereft therefore not 
to fuffer the too hafty Diffolution of a Being, up- 
on which his own, in fome Meafure, depended, 
In thort, the Fellow, by a little too much Indul- 


gence, began.to look gay and plump upon his Ma- 


fter, who, according to Horace, 


Invidus alterins macrefcit rebus opimis ; 


and as he took him only for being in a Confamp- ’ 


tion, by the fame way of thinking, he.found it ab- 
folutely neceflary to difmifs him for not. being in 


one; and has told me fince, that he looks upon it - 


as a very difficult Matter to furnith himfelf with a 
Footman that is not altogether as happy as himfelf, 


ERRAT A, Inyelterday’s Guardian, Col. 3 


L. 51. for swable to bear read able to bear. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
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